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The Painting Center is pleased to present The Shaping of America, a group exhibition organized by artist Carrie Patterson running from January 4 - 29, 

2022. The artists in The Shaping of America include Pam Cardwell, Janis Goodman, Cecily Kahn, Ying Li, Kayla Mohammadi, Deirdre Murphy, Carrie 

Patterson, Jennifer Printz, Rebecca Rutstein and Kendra Wadsworth. An essay titled Shaping of America: Medium-Specificity as Passive-Aggressive 

Resistance was written by Art Historian Vittorio Colaizzi. 

From the very beginning of life, every person learns how to negotiate the spaces they live in, constructing ideas about the world. If I show you a group of 

maps drawn by children all living on Elm Street, each one would be different. Places of familiarity that are drawn boldly by one child would be left off 

completely by the other. Literal fact has no use in a children's map. If grandma's small house was THE place, then grandma's house might be the largest 

of all. Places of personal history or importance might crowd the street on some maps and those same spaces may be absent in another. Our perceptual 

and analytic understanding of our world begins with our experience of space. We learn through trial and error, conforming to the rules of culture, and 

maximizing our potential for survival and success within a landscape. As we grow older, we prioritize and negotiate our prefabricated versions of new 

experiences with the spaces of old in our memory. For me and many others, painting is a way of learning about the histories embedded in the ground, 

buildings, landscapes, and thus humanity.

The Shaping of America features the work of ten women artists. Each artist embodies the tradition of negotiating space and translating lived experience 

into abstract painted form, pivoting our understanding of the American Landscape. The paintings in this exhibition suggest that the idea of landscape 

expands exponentially when the meaning and context of the artist are also considered. The ten women artists and their work illustrate that landscapes 

cannot be interpreted without considering the connections artists have to memory, experience, and ownership. By doing so, you, the viewer, have the 

opportunity to see and experience the full picture.

This exhibition would not have been possible without the support of St. Mary's College of Maryland and Mount Gretna School of Art, where the whole 

idea started. I want to thank all of the artists, Vittorio Colaizzi, Shazzi Thomas, my family, and The Painting Center.  - Carrie Patterson 

The Shaping of America Exhibition History: 

2019 AnnMarie Sculpture Garden and Art Center, Solomon, Maryland

2022 The Painting Center, NYC 

View Catalogue: The Shaping of America.pdf
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