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Maine coast
could host
‘space economy’

Industries already investing,
innovating here

BY SARAH CRAIGHEAD DEDMON

aine’s rocky coastling isn't only beantilul,
Mit'.\ the driving force behind some of the
slule’s mosl historic, lucralive industries,
like shipbuilding, fshing, and tourism. Maine's
soulh-lacing coastline could also become the driving
lvrce behind o lulure—and  {uluristic—Maine
industry, buill arcund. and aiming (or, space.
“These Liny salellites. . hall ol them need o go inlo
a polar orbit, going due south, or due north,” said
Suscha Deri, CEQ of bluShill Aerospace. “Here in
Maine we have a coastline that allows us o go due
soulby withoul geing over people or properly, You
can't do that anywhere else on the Eastern Seaboard.”
Deri spoke on a panel ar the first annual Maine Space
Conlerence, held in Portland last November, where
mare than 300 attendees listened to dozens of speakers

After the Storm—

P

Remains of wharf and shop picked up from granite piers and mangled by the extreme tidal surge in Carver's Harbor,

Vinalhaven on Jam 10. PHOTC: SHERI ROMER BROCK

Only a month before the event, organizers feared it
would be sparsely atlended, said Shebata, Then came
o strge in registrations, Ultimately, it sold out,

“Thal shows, I think, that Maine really wants w gel
into the space economy,” Shehata said, “ICs happening
acrass the warld, its happening across Maine, and we

as Biddeford based Fiber Materials Inc,, now part
ol Spirit Aerosystems, FMI manulaclured a heal
shield used during the Osiris-Rex mission, enaldling
delivery of asternid samples to Utah ar the end of a
SEVELL- VEUT Mission.
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including NASAs Michael Kincaid, Maine Deparlment  need 1o be parl ol that development.” billson company headguartered in California, opened
of  Feonomic  and  Community  Development And Shehata is right, the space econamy is ramping  an office in Maine, specifically to position itself in the
Commissioner Heather Johnson, and ‘lerry Shehata,  up in Maine. There are already more than 80 Maine  state’s commercial space industry, ‘leledyne created
executive directorofthe Maine Space Grant Consortium. — companies involved in the aerospace industry, such cantinued on page 4

Offshore wind'’s blustery big picture

Nationally, industry is in flux, globally it's growing

ANALYSIS BY STEPHEN RAPPAPORT President Biden himself said that by In November, Boston public radio  of the U5 —Vineyard Wind 1—began
2030, a substantial portion of the energy  station WHURS pragram O Point  sending a limited amaunt of power into
lmost two years ago the Biden  flowing into the US. electric power featured a discussion of how far the  the Massachusetts electric grid, with the
A:\dministrmnn determined  system—perhaps as much as 30 giga-  offshore wind industry in the UL promise of substantially more to come
that offshore wind power  watts of clectricity, cnough to power, by had advanced and the many ohstacles by the end of this January. And in carly
would provide a key part of the nation's  his estimate, 10 million homes—would  that impede maore rapid
clean cnergy goals. come from offshore wind, progress.  Program - host project located off the
Meghna Chakrabarti was Worldwide, Ithode Island  coast,
jnined by: South Forle Wind,
— e = Al Zaidi, the White there are nearly began sending elec-
T WO NG NON-PROFIT ORG. House natiomal " tricity to the grid in the
ifF\\\-i ‘!'\‘QKIFRFI{ONT U.5. POSTAGE PATD climate advisor LLOORully tm\'n'nfI'.:q_c.lﬁlI lampton

R T PORTLAND, ME 04101 « Kris Ohleth, director commissioned an Lang Island.

PERMIT N 54 e .

of the Special lhe two  projects
Initiative an Cffshore are of significantly

Wind, a non-profit turbines” in different scale.
think tank . When  completed,
« Amanda Lefton, vice operation. Vincyard Wind 1 will
president of develop- include 62 turbines
ment, LS. East for RW E Offshore placed an towers standing some 500
= and WEUR environmental jour- fieet tall and spaced about a mile apart
nalist Miriam Wasser. in the walers south of Nuntuckel
Ironically, a little more than a month  Island. It will generate as much as $00
aller Lthe program aired, the Jargest wind-  megawatls of power, enough eleciricity
farm under construction off the coast continued on page 5
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Lower fuel consumption,
meve comfort are upsides
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Fortifying Portland Harbor’s sentinel
Fort Prebie is stobilized after viclent winter storm
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Time for new
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Commission approves lobster size rules
Changes woukd be triggered by species deciine
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Yes, the rain hurt Maine tourism
Outdoor recreation sow biggest dips
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Downeast farms happily singing the blues
Wild blueberry growers diversifying. tout healthy product

%Y

@ WATEEIRONT

The Working Waterfront...
August 10, 2023

o News from Maine's Iiland and Coastal Communities

@ WATERFRONT

Mainens pol'ts UNFRIENDLY TEMPERATURES.
poised for
growth

Wind turbines, refrigeration
capaxity point 10 active future
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Free community college gets good marks
Program ochieving workforce, educations gook
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Machias is on LAURA B GOOD—
the move

Cooperation, optimism
occompany recent growth

Battle over working waterfront on Orr’s Island

Lawsuit pits privately oned parcel's owners against each other
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Towns fear, DRAGGIN' THE LINE—

| X
fight aquaculture |
expansion

Bees crucial to blueberries in good shape
Damage by Florida hurricane mitigated for Maine
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